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REET
DUAL SIGNATURES-UTILITY RIGHTS OF WAY OR EASEMENTS-COUNTIES

Issued: December 31, 1994

This ETB provides a clarification of the necessity for dual signatures (signatures of both the buyer and
seller) when a municipality or city, county, state or instrumentality of the state, or other public entity
purchases a utility right of way or easement.

In 1994, the legislature amended RCW 82.45.150 to provide an exception to the dual signature
requirement. When a utility right of way or easement is purchased by a utility company and/or public utility
district or cooperative, the affidavit need be verified only on behalf of the company, district or cooperative.

The department finds that although not specifically included in the legislation, the legislative intent
applicable to utility companies and public utility districts or cooperatives is also applicable to other public
entities.  The Real Estate Excise Tax (REET) affidavit of a municipality or city, county, state or
instrumentality of the state, or other public entity when purchasing a utility easement need be verified only
on behalf of the entity purchasing the utility right of way or easement.   


